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Issue

Assistant Engineer Megan Abadie is 
one of several members from the 
SFPUC’s Wastewater Enterprise 
Collection System Division crew who 
inspects the sewer system before 
wet weather season
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Consequences

Weakened Sewer Pipes
Weak pipes cannot handle 
excess of stormwater runoff

Fatbergs
Large mass of solid waste 
in the sewage system

sea Level Rise
Pipes are threatened by 

rising sea levels

(San Francisco Sewer serviceman Fred Gonzales works inside the sewer system 
under the 300 block of Ellis Street, which dates to 1866)

( above is where the Lake Merced Tunnel is, a 14-foot wide drainage pipe that runs 
underneath the Great Highway and serves the Oceanside Treatment Plant and 
related pumping station on Ocean Beach)

https://sfwater.org/index.aspx?page=622


Wildlife in the Bay

Low Lying 
Neighborhoods

Everyone

Separate water system 
communities

Stakeholders



Who’s in 
Control?

SFPUC

Advocacy Orgs

Voters



Green 
Infrastructure

Legislation

Advocacy 
Groups

Internships

Solutions



Careers

Possible careers in 
Wastewater/Sewer: 
➢

➢
➢

➢

EPA announces $513 million 
WIFIA Loan for SF 
Wastewater Upgrades: 
create more than 3,000 jobs in 
the Bay Area

Requirements: 
➢
➢

Benefits: 
➢

How to Get There:
➢ Entry-level job applications

○ In public/private sectors 
➢ Networking 



You can help!

Simple Activities You Can Do to help our Sewer System
Learn more at sfwater.org

1. Use less-toxic gardening products in your garden.

2. Dispose of household chemicals at a recycling center or household hazardous waste facility. 

3. Don’t flush down wipes, feminine products, prescription medicine down the drain/toilets so our sewers 

are clear and flowing 

4. Always pick up your pet’s waste and throw the bagged waste in the trash.

5. Never litter, dispose of trash properly.

6. Remove some of the concrete in your front “yard” and plant a tree or make a rain garden.

7. Collect and properly dispose your cooking oil instead of pouring it down the sink

8. Attend a Coastal Clean-Up Day event.

9. Bring your car to a professional car washing facility since they capture all of the soapy runoff that may 

otherwise pollute local waters.

10. When you wash your car at home, motor oil and other pollutants can get washed down the street and 

enter the City’s storm drains, which lead to the San Francisco Bay or Pacific Ocean. Please review the 

Guide to Washing a Car in SF for useful tips and hints for an environmentally friendly way to wash your 

car at home.

11. Sign up on Adopt a Drain SF and pledge to keep a catch basin or storm drain near you free of leaves, debris 

and pollution.

http://www.ourwaterourworld.org/
http://recyclewhere.org/
http://www.sfwater.org/index.aspx?page=641
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html
https://sfwater.org/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=7345#page=2
https://sfwater.org/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=7345
http://adoptadrain.sfwater.org/


thank You for Listening


